The First Ten Years of the Foreign Office
heart ? For the simple reason that the Pilnitz proclamation was not taken seriously, but was regarded as a threat and nothing more. Had not also the sovereigns who made it recently almost come to blows over the Eastern question ? What, therefore, less probable than that they should be unanimous against France now ? Moreover, the French Assembly, well served by its agents abroad, professed to have learned that even anxiety for the safety of his sister, the French Queen, was not likely to be held by the emperor sufficient reason for making an enemy of the whole French nation. The result, therefore, of the Pilnitz conference had been received in France with contempt rather than with indignation. The stultification of the Austrian and Prussian sovereigns was completed a few weeks later, when Louis XIV. publicly accepted the Constitution prescribed to him by the National Assembly. The royalists as a party protested. Louis only replied that a king's first duty was to identify his own will with that of his people. It therefore seemed worth while for the French Assembly to use its diplomatic resources in the way most likely to divide its two royal antagonists. When these had failed, the diplomatic scene changed to England.
On the eve of the tremendous duel between France and Prussia, in 1870, a veteran servant of the English Foreign Office described the European horizon as absolutely cloudless. So, in 1792, Pitt had never known a time when, from the situation of Europe, we might more reasonably expect fifteen years' peace. That indeed was not the view of a professional diplomatist like Auckland, or of a political philosopher like